and recuperate, as Jean-Frangois put it, and suddenly he dashed
to the window, broke through the shutters and jumped into the
street. His room was on die second floor. He sprained an ankle,
but ran all the same. A patrol of French cyclist police was passing.
Felix told the sergeant what had happened. They took him to one
of our people. The next day he was in one of our clinics, the next
in another, the next in still another. It was only there that die
Gestapo lost trace of him. Felix has his foot in a light plaster and
will soon be out. He has asked me for a new assignment. He won't
be able to see his wife and child again till the war is over. He
thinks his wife is very angry.

*

A schoolteacher from Lyon has taken advantage of his Sunday
off to spend two nights on the train and bring me the mail. He is
asleep at this moment before taking the train back. He is so under-
nourished that he often forgets in his class the rudiments of what
he is teaching. As for the children, he no longer dares send them
to the blackboard. Their legs no longer carry them. They fall

down faint from hunger.

*

A country priest has come to say mass at the chateau. He spends
his days and nights going from farm to farm. "You," he says to
a peasant, "you have room to hide three men who refuse to go to
Germany." "You," he says to another, "you must feed two more,"
and so on. He knows exactly what each one can. do. He has a lot
of influence and people obey him. He has been reported to the
Germans and warned by the French authorities. "I have no time
to lose," he says. "Before I go to prison I should like to place three
hundred." It's become a kind of sport. A race against time,

*

The number of those who refuse to work in Germany ran to a
few thousand when I went away. To-day they can be counted by
tens of thousands. Many are swallowed up by the countryside.
But many have fled to die natural hiding places and occupy the
tnaquis : the maquis of Savoy, of the Cevennes, of the Massif
Central, of the Pyrenees, Each one holds an army of young people.
They have to be fed, organised, and armed as much as possible,
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